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57 ABSTRACT

An incineration system includes an inlet channel supplying
an inlet stream comprising a waste gas containing at least
one volatile organic compound, a waste gas sensor measur-
ing at least one property of the waste gas, an oxidizing gas
supply controllably providing oxidizing gas to the inlet
channel, an incinerator receiving the inlet stream from the
inlet channel, an ignitor initiating combustion of the inlet
stream in the reaction zone of the incinerator, and a con-
troller receiving data from the waste gas sensor and con-
trolling flow of oxidizing gas from the oxidizing gas supply
into the inlet channel. The spiral heat exchanger defines a
reaction zone, an incoming path from the inlet channels to
the reaction zone, and an outgoing path from the reaction
zone to an exhaust channel. The incoming path and the
outgoing path extend in alternating concentric spirals with
the incoming path being countercurrent to the outgoing path.

18 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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INCINERATION SYSTEM AND PROCESS

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH

This invention was made with Government support under
contract number DE-SC0011884 awarded by the Depart-
ment of Energy. The Government has certain rights in the
invention.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to incineration processes
and systems. More particularly, the present invention is
directed to processes and systems including an incinerator
with a spiral heat exchanger for incinerating volatile organic
compounds (VOCs).

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Starting in 2009, the United States has been the largest
natural gas producing country in the world as a result of
advanced drilling technologies enabling economical access
to the gas from shale deposits. The increased collection of
natural gas from shale deposits offers several benefits
including economic growth and improved energy indepen-
dence. However, the collection also creates potential envi-
ronmental issues, one of which is emissions of volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) from the natural gas condensate
tanks. Also, VOCs may react with NO, in the presence of
sunlight to form smog, which may cause serious human
health issues and affect visibility. To address the potential
environmental impact, the FEnvironmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has issued regulations that require the oil and
gas storage and condensate tanks to reduce the VOC emis-
sions by 95% if the VOCs emissions are greater than 6
tons/yr.

In addition to the VOC:s released from oil and gas storage
and condensate tanks, other waste VOCs, such as, for
example, biogas from landfills or waste gas from chemical
plants, need to be addressed, and the exhaust after combus-
tion must satisfy current environmental regulations. Landfill
waste generates gas consisting of about 40% to about 60%
methane, with the rest of the gas primarily being carbon
dioxide. Conventionally, the gas is collected and sent to a
flare or oxidizer to prevent the release of methane into the
atmosphere. These waste gas streams may not have suffi-
cient heating value to sustain the combustion, and a signifi-
cant amount of supplemental fuel may be needed to achieve
a clean incineration process. The need for supplemental fuel
not only increases the operational cost to reduce methane
emissions but also results in increased greenhouse emis-
sions.

A 95% reduction in VOC emissions is conventionally
typically achieved by use of a vapor recovery unit (VRU) or
by use of a combustion control device in a method known as
flaring.

A VRU is able to recover the waste VOCs and transport
them in a pipeline for sale or for use on-site, but the capital
and operational costs are high.

In cases where VOC recovery is difficult or not economi-
cally feasible, combustion control devices are the most
common solution. An open flare is the most economical and
common thermal oxidation system used in the field. How-
ever, since the new EPA regulations require stricter emission
standards and no visible emissions for the storage or con-
densate tank combustion device, an enclosed flaring system
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is considered to be a more feasible option to meet the new
stringent requirements. In addition, the new regulations
require a flame to be present at all times. Supplemental fuel
is therefore needed for incinerating low heating value VOCs
and for sustaining the pilot flame, which increases the
operational cost. To reduce this fuel consumption and there-
fore the cost, heat recovery may be considered. In one type
of conventional VOC incinerator, called a regenerative ther-
mal oxidizer (RTO), two ceramic beds alternately recover
heat and preheat the incoming flow. A 95% heat recovery
can be achieved and a destruction efficiency greater than
98% has been reported. While the high heat recovery of
RTOs provides significant energy benefits, a drawback is the
need to constantly switch the flow direction between the two
ceramic beds with valves. These moving parts typically
increase maintenance costs. In addition, RTOs have a high
capital cost to manufacture, making them not very cost
effective for condensate tank emission control applications
that have relatively low vent flow rates.

The biogas generated by landfill waste is conventionally
incinerated in an enclosed flare. While this method success-
fully prevents the release of methane, there are two major
challenges associated with enclosed flares. First, the waste
gas and air are non-premixed. This results in hot reaction
spots during combustion that increases the exhaust concen-
tration of NO_, which must be maintained less than 0.06
Ib/MMBTU. Second, when the methane makes up less than
40% of the waste gas, the reaction instability may cause
incomplete destruction, in which case supplemental fuel is
needed for complete destruction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In an exemplary embodiment, an incineration system
includes an inlet channel supplying an inlet stream compris-
ing a waste gas containing at least one volatile organic
compound, a waste gas sensor measuring at least one
property of the waste gas, an oxidizing gas supply control-
lably providing oxidizing gas to the inlet channel, an incin-
erator receiving the inlet stream from the inlet channel, an
ignitor initiating combustion of the inlet stream in the
reaction zone of the incinerator, and a controller receiving
data from the waste gas sensor and controlling flow of
oxidizing gas from the oxidizing gas supply into the inlet
channel. The spiral heat exchanger defines a reaction zone,
an incoming path from the inlet channels to the reaction
zone, and an outgoing path from the reaction zone to an
exhaust channel. The incoming path and the outgoing path
extend in alternating concentric spirals with the incoming
path being countercurrent to the outgoing path.

In another exemplary embodiment, a combustion device
includes a spiral heat exchanger and a reaction zone. The
spiral heat exchanger defines an incoming path and an
outgoing path. The incoming path and the outgoing path
extend in alternating concentric spirals with the incoming
path being countercurrent to the outgoing path. The reaction
zone fluidly connects to the incoming path at a first end of
the reaction zone and to the outgoing path at a second end
of the reaction zone such that fluid flows through the
reaction zone in a substantially axial direction with respect
to the alternating concentric spirals.

In another exemplary embodiment, an incineration pro-
cess includes directing an inlet stream comprising a waste
gas comprising at least one volatile organic compound into
an incoming path of an incinerator, heating the inlet stream
along the incoming path while cooling an outlet stream in
the outgoing path by heat exchange with the outlet stream,
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and incinerating the volatile organic compound of the inlet
stream in the reaction zone to form the outlet stream. The
spiral heat exchanger defines the incoming path and the
outgoing path. The incoming path and the outgoing path
extend in alternating concentric spirals with the incoming
path being countercurrent to the outgoing path.

Other features and advantages of the present invention
will be apparent from the following more detailed descrip-
tion, taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
which illustrate, by way of example, the principles of the
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of an incineration system,
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a schematic cross sectional view of the incin-
erator of the incineration system of FIG. 1 along line 2-2 of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of a recirculation zone in the
reaction zone of the incinerator of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of a reaction zone of the
incinerator of FIG. 2 without a recirculation zone.

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross sectional view of the incin-
erator of FIG. 2 along line 5-5 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is another schematic cross sectional view of the
incinerator of FIG. 2 along line 2-2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a graph of an operational range of an incinerator
in an incinerator system, according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 8A is a graph of a gas chromatography scan of an
inlet stream to an incinerator system, according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 8B is a graph of a gas chromatography scan of an
exhaust stream from an incinerator system, according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 9 is a graph showing the effect of fluctuating the inlet
flow velocity on the temperature in the reaction zone of an
incinerator system, according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

Wherever possible, the same reference numbers will be
used throughout the drawings to represent the same parts.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Provided are volatile organic compound (VOC) incinera-
tion processes and systems. Embodiments of the present
disclosure, for example, in comparison to similar processes
and systems that do not include one or more of the features
disclosed herein, require less fuel consumption for a sus-
tained-flame reaction zone, produce no detectable emis-
sions, have a wider working range, operate with fuel-lean
mixtures at up to ten times lower than a conventional
flammability limit, incinerate without a catalyst, signifi-
cantly reduce or eliminate the need for a supplemental fuel,
achieve premixed combustion, produce minimum NO,
emissions, produce lower NO_ emissions, produce NO_-free
emissions, produce soot-free emissions, include no moving
parts in the incinerator, reduce the thermal radiation level of
the exhaust, reduce the noise level produced by the exhaust,
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, achieve higher thermal
efficiency, or a combination thereof.

A non-catalytic, low-NO, fuel-efficient incinerator system
includes a combustion chamber surrounded by a spiral heat
exchanger to recover heat from the product. Unlike regen-
erative thermal oxidizers (RTOs), the incinerator system is a
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single once-through system with no moving parts, and there
is no need to periodically change the flow direction. With the
excess thermal enthalpy in the incoming reactant stream
including at least one VOC, the flammability limit for the
reactants is significantly extended. Since the combustion is
sustainable with much less chemical enthalpy in the reactant
stream, the need for supplemental fuel for low heating value
waste gas stream incineration is reduced or eliminated.

In addition, the highly preheated reactants enable the
VOC combustion to be sustained at temperatures in the
range of about 1000° C. to about 1200° C. (about 1830° F.
to about 2190° F.), which significantly reduces the formation
of NO,. A significant amount of the heat from the outlet
stream is recovered by the inlet stream.

Referring to FIG. 1, the incineration system 100 includes
a waste gas sensor 12, an oxidizing gas supply 14, an
optional supplemental fuel supply 16, an incinerator 101, an
ignitor 18, and a controller 20. A waste gas supply 10
provides a waste gas containing at least one VOC to the
incineration system 100. In some embodiments, the waste
gas is vented gas from a natural gas condensate tank, a
landfill, a chemical plant, or another source. The properties
of the incoming waste gas are monitored by the waste gas
sensor 12. The monitored properties may include, but are not
limited to, the chemical composition of the incoming waste
gas, the flow rate of the incoming waste gas, the temperature
of the waste gas, and any other parameters that may affect
the combustion of the waste gas VOCs in the incinerator.
The collected data is sent to the controller 20, which adjusts
the flow of oxidizing gas from the oxidizing gas supply 14
and supplemental fuel from the supplemental fuel supply 16
accordingly to maintain complete or near-complete combus-
tion. The supplemental fuel is only supplied as needed and
may not be needed at some or all times during operation of
the incineration system 100, depending on the composition
of the waste gas. The waste gas, oxidizing gas, and supple-
mental fuel, as needed, are premixed and enter into the
incinerator 101 as a fuel-lean inlet stream by way of an inlet
channel 22. The oxidizing gas may be any oxidizing gaseous
composition including at least one oxidizer that contributes
to the formation of a desired fuel-lean inlet stream for
incineration, including, but not limited to, air, oxygen, or a
combination thereof.

During startup, the ignitor 18 provides the energy required
to begin the oxidation of the VOC and any supplemental fuel
in the fuel-lean inlet stream. The ignitor 18 may be any
device capable of safely initiating combustion, including,
but not limited to, a glow plug, a spark plug, a resistance
wire, or a pilot flame. Once the reaction is started and the
incinerator 101 reaches operating temperatures, the reaction
becomes self-sustaining and the ignitor 18 may be turned
off. The controller 20 adjusts the concentrations of oxidizing
gas and supplemental fuel to maintain a reaction in the
reaction zone of the incinerator 101 based on the flow rate
and heating value of the incoming waste gas stream, as
measured by the waste gas sensor 12. In some embodiments,
the controller 20 also receives temperature data from a
reaction zone sensor (not shown) for the reaction zone
and/or temperature data and/or composition data from an
exhaust sensor (not shown) for the exhaust stream exiting
the incinerator 101 by way of an exhaust channel 24 and
adjusts the concentrations of oxidizing gas and supplemental
fuel based on that information as well as on the data from the
waste gas sensor 12.

Referring to FIG. 2, a cross sectional view of an incin-
erator 101 schematically shows the incoming path 113 for
the fuel-lean inlet stream 111, the outgoing path 109 for the
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exhaust stream 105, and the reaction zone 103. A spiral heat
exchanger 107 includes a double spiral, one of which defines
the incoming path 113 and the other an outgoing path 109.
A reaction zone 103 in the center of the double spiral fluidly
connects the incoming path 113 to the outgoing path 109.
The reaction zone 103 is configured for exothermic com-
plete or near-complete combustion of the fuel reactants in
the fuel-lean inlet stream 111. The reaction zone 103 is
arranged and disposed within the incinerator 101, for
example, in the middle or substantially in the middle of the
incinerator 101. The reaction zone 103 is defined by internal
structures (not shown) and/or elements of one or more
features described hereinafter. The reaction zone 103
includes any suitable features permitting operation at high
temperatures and/or complete or near-complete combustion
conditions. In some embodiments, an incineration process
using the incinerator 101 operates energetically self-sus-
tained and without a catalyst by generating an exhaust
stream 105 by the exothermic complete or near-complete
combustion process, while heating the fuel-lean inlet stream
111 upstream of the reaction zone 103, for example, with the
spiral heat exchanger 107, that efficiently transfers heat from
the exhaust stream 105 in the outgoing path 109 to the
fuel-lean inlet stream 111 flowing in adjacent spiral wind-
ings.

In some embodiments, the reaction occurring in the
reaction zone 103 at the center of the incinerator 101 is
self-sustained at a temperature of about 1000° C. to about
1200° C. (about 1830° F. to about 2190° F.), which is
sufficient to oxidize VOCs or methane while significantly
reducing NO_ formation even under excess oxygen condi-
tions. Conventional combustion control devices, including
RTOs and enclosed flares, are non-premixed diffusion flame
systems which often have local hot and cold spots. The long
spiral inlet channel of the incinerator 101 of the present
disclosure provides a high degree of mixing of the fuel-lean
inlet stream 111, resulting in the elimination of local hot and
cold spots in the reaction zone 103. This provides several
advantages for incineration, such as reducing or eliminating
soot and NO, formation, as well as increasing combustion
efficiency. In addition, the exhaust stream 105 is cooled
down before being vented to the environment, which
reduces the thermal radiation and exhaust flow rate (due to
less thermal expansion), and therefore the noise level.

The incinerator 101 and/or one or more components
within the incinerator 101 are fabricated from any material
capable of handling the operational conditions. Such mate-
rials may include, but are not limited to, stainless steel and
nickel-based superalloys.

The incoming path 113 and the outgoing path 109 extend
from the reaction zone 103, for example, in a spiraling
countercurrent arrangement. In some embodiments, the
merger of the incoming path 113 and the outgoing path 109
define the reaction zone 103. In some embodiments, one or
both of the incoming path 113 and the outgoing path 109
spiral from the reaction zone 103, for example, along the
spiral heat exchanger 107. The spiral nature of the spiral heat
exchanger 107 includes any suitable arrangement with com-
plete or partial overlapping of the incoming path 113 and the
outgoing path 109 that permits separate fluid transport.
Suitable arrangements include, but are not limited to, an
arrangement of two or more plates coiled to form a spiral as
is shown in FIG. 2, a cuboid arrangement of one or more
plates forming a square spiral, a three-dimensional toroidal
arrangement, or a combination thereof. In some embodi-
ments, the spiral heat exchanger 107 includes one or more
heat transfer enhancements, for example, as occur naturally
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(Dean vortices) and/or through including additional inserts
or other heat transfer enhancements to generate turbulence
or otherwise increase heat transfer and/or enable the outgo-
ing path 109 and/or the incoming path 113 to maintain a
desired heat transfer rate.

In general, the spiral arrangement includes any suitable
dimensions and/or configuration. The spiral arrangement
includes any suitable number of turns, which are substan-
tially extensions around the reaction zone 103. Suitable
numbers of turns include, but are not limited to, about 3
turns (about 1080°) or more, about 6 turns (about 2160°) or
more, about 10 turns (about 3600°) or more, about 12 turns
(about 4320°) or more, about 16 turns (about 5760°) or
more, in the range of about 3 turns to about 10 turns (about
1080° to about 3600°), in the range of about 3 turns to about
12 turns (about 1080° to about 4320°), in the range of about
6 turns to about 12 turns (about 2160° to about 4320°), in the
range of about 10 turns to about 12 turns (about 3600° to
about 4320°), in the range of about 3 turns to about 16 turns
(about 1080° to about 5760°), in the range of about 6 turns
to about 16 turns (about 2160° to about 5760°), in the range
of about 10 turns to about 16 turns (about 3600° to about
5760°), or any suitable value, range, or sub-range therein.

The spiral arrangement includes any suitable separation
for the incoming path 113 and/or the outgoing path 109.
Suitable thicknesses of the incoming path 113 and/or the
outgoing path 109 within one or more of the turns include,
but are not limited to, in the range of about 2 mm to about
3 mm, in the range of about 1 mm to about 5 mm, in the
range of about 1 mm to about 4 mm, in the range of about
2 mm to about 5 mm, about 2 mm, about 2.5 mm, about 3
mm, or any suitable combination, sub-combination, range,
or sub-range therein. In some embodiments, the incoming
path 113 and/or the outgoing path 109 increase in width
consistent with increased pressure regions.

The spiral arrangement also includes any suitable dimen-
sions for the axial length of the incoming path 113 and/or the
outgoing path 109. Suitable dimensions include, but are not
limited to, in the range of about 10 mm to about 100 mm, in
the range of about 20 mm to about 80 mm, in the range of
about 30 mm to about 70 mm, in the range of about 40 mm
to about 60 mm, in the range of about 45 mm to about 55
mm, about 45 mm, about 50 mm, about 55 mm, or any
suitable combination, sub-combination, range, or sub-range
therein. In some embodiments, the reaction zone 103
extends axially along the region between the incoming path
113 and the outgoing path 109, which provides greater heat
release to loss (through end plates) ratio, and therefore, more
of a heat recirculation effect.

The spiral arrangement produces multiple heat transfer
benefits. In some embodiments, the spiral arrangement
increases a heat transfer effect, for example, through cen-
trifugal instability that occurs within the spiral channel.
Additionally or alternatively, in some embodiments, the
spiral arrangement provides a larger ratio of heat exchange
area to heat loss area, thereby increasing exchanger effi-
ciency for a defined volume, in comparison to non-spiraling
arrangements. In some embodiments, the configuration of
the arrangement and/or the number of the turns is selected to
correspond to such properties.

The reaction zone 103 generates the exhaust stream 105
from the exothermic complete or near-complete oxidation of
the VOCs and supplemental fuel in the fuel-lean inlet stream
111 provided via the incoming path 113. The fuel-lean inlet
stream 111 may have any suitable composition capable of
producing exothermic complete or near-complete combus-
tion of the VOCs and any supplemental fuel in the fuel-lean
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inlet stream 111. Suitable compositions of the supplemental
fuel may include, but are not limited to, methane, propane,
vaporized liquid fuel (for example, n-heptane, kerosene-
based fuel, and/or Jet Propellant 8 jet fuel defined by
Military Specification ML-DTL-83133), pulverized solid
fuel (for example, coal-oxidizing gas, and/or biomass-oxi-
dizing gas mixtures), or a combination thereof.

Heat generated from the exothermic complete or near-
complete oxidation is transferred from the exhaust stream
105 to the fuel-lean inlet stream 111, the incoming path 113,
and/or the spiral heat exchanger 107. In some embodiments,
the heat is transferred by the outgoing path 109 being in heat
exchanging contact with the incoming path 113 and/or the
spiral heat exchanger 107. In some embodiments, the trans-
fer of the heat permits a high reaction temperature, resulting
in a fast reaction rate and the incineration process being
energetically self-sustained and/or operating without a cata-
lyst.

According to some embodiments of the process, the
fuel-lean inlet stream 111 and/or the incoming path 113 are
at a lowest temperature (for example, ambient temperature)
upon entry to the incinerator 101. The temperature of the
fuel-lean inlet stream 111 and/or the incoming path 113
increases via heat recirculation along the direction of flow
until reaching the reaction zone 103 and then the exothermic
oxidation further increases the temperature to the highest
temperature, for example, between about 1000° C. and about
1200° C. (about 1830° F. and about 2190° F.), at or near the
reaction zone 103. The exhaust stream 105 travels from the
reaction zone 103 through the outgoing path 109. The
outgoing path 109 and the exhaust stream 105 are at a
highest temperature, for example, between about 1000° C.
and about 1200° C. (about 1830° F. and about 2190° F.), at
the reaction zone 103 and decrease in temperature while
flowing along the direction of flow until reaching a lower
exit temperature upon exiting the incinerator 101.

Referring to the embodiment of FIG. 3, the design of the
spiral heat exchanger 107 to define the incoming path 113,
the reaction zone 103, and the outgoing path 109 causes the
formation of a flow recirculation zone 115 within the reac-
tion zone 103, thereby significantly reducing the effective
volume in which combustion takes place within the reaction
zone 103. This results in a fast flow speed in the flow
recirculation zone 115, a reduction of the effective volume
of the reaction zone 103, and a reduction of the residence
time for chemical reaction. To accommodate a large flow
rate, however, it is important to reduce the flow speed in the
reaction zone 103 to achieve sufficient incineration in many
incineration applications.

Referring to FIG. 4, a flow recirculation zone in the
reaction zone 103 is reduced or eliminated by requiring
out-of-plane axial flow 117 instead of the substantially only
in-plane flow in the design of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 show two different cross sections of an
incinerator 101 having an axial flow 117 in the reaction zone
103, as shown in FIG. 4. The reaction zone 103 is basically
a substantially cylindrical tube with the fuel-lean inlet
stream 111 entering through a reaction zone inlet 121 at a
first end of the cylinder followed by combustion during axial
flow 117 through the reaction zone 103 and leaving the
reaction zone 103 through a reaction zone outlet 123 at a
second end of the cylinder opposite the first end. The axial
flow 117 provides an increased effective volume of the
reaction zone 103 as compared to the design of FIG. 3. A
flow straightener 125 may be placed in the flow path after
the reaction zone inlet 121 of the reaction zone 103 to reduce
or eliminate a radial or swirling component in the flow of the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

fuel-lean inlet stream 111. The flow straightener 125 may
have any structure that permits passage of the fuel-lean inlet
stream 111 while reducing the radial component of the flow
of the fuel-lean inlet stream 111. In some embodiments, the
flow straightener 125 functions as a flame holder to provide
a more stable combustion zone. The flow straightener 125
may have any composition that is compatible with the
operating conditions, including, but not limited to, the
operating temperature of the reaction zone 103. In some
embodiments, the flow straightener 125 is made of a
ceramic, such as, for example, alumina, or a metal, such as,
for example, an austenitic nickel-chromium-based superal-
loy.

EXAMPLES

Referring to FIG. 7, an incinerator 101 was tested to
determine the approximate operating range 201 for self-
sustained combustion in the reaction zone 103 of the incin-
erator 101 as a function of the Reynolds number (Re,,) of the
axial flow 117 through the reaction zone 103 and of the
equivalence ratio (@) of the fuel-lean inlet stream 111. As
shown by FIG. 7, the incinerator 101 operates at an equiva-
lence ratio well below the conventional lean limit 203 of 0.5.
An upper limit to the operating range in equivalence ratio
was determined by increasing the relative fuel content until
an out-of-center limit 205 was reached. A lower limit to the
operating range in equivalence ratio was determined by
decreasing the relative fuel content until an extinction limit
207 was reached.

The incinerator 101 may operate with an equivalence ratio
in the range of about 0.2 to about 0.3, alternatively in the
range of about 0.22 to about 0.28, alternatively in the range
of about 0.24 to about 0.26, alternatively about 0.25, alter-
natively less than about 0.35, or any value, range, or
sub-range therebetween. The incinerator 101 may operate
with a Reynolds number in the range of about 200 to about
380, alternatively in the range of about 230 to about 350,
alternatively in the range of about 250 to about 330, alter-
natively in the range of about 280 to about 300, alternatively
in the range of about 200 to about 1000, alternatively in the
range of about 300 to about 1000, alternatively in the range
of about 1000 to about 2000, alternatively about 2000 or
higher, or any value, range, or sub-range therebetween. The
flow through the incinerator 101 may be laminar or turbu-
lent.

Experimental testing was also completed using isopropyl
alcohol (IPA) as a representative VOC and measuring the
composition of the fuel-lean inlet stream 111 and the exhaust
stream 105 by gas chromatography. The results are shown in
FIG. 8A and FIG. 8B. FIG. 8A shows that the IPA peak 211
is detectable by gas chromatography in the fuel-lean inlet
stream 111. FIG. 8B shows that no IPA peak appears at the
same time location in the gas chromatograph for the exhaust
stream 105. Similar testing completed with propyl acetate as
the representative VOC and with toluene as the representa-
tive VOC also showed complete incineration of the repre-
sentative VOCs.

Finally, an important feature of a VOC incinerator 101 is
the ability to handle fluctuations in flow rate, as the emis-
sions from a landfill or a natural gas condensate tank
fluctuate over time. The velocity 221 of the fuel-lean inlet
stream 111 through an incinerator 101 was fluctuated by
10% of the total velocity at a frequency of 0.1 Hz, and the
combustion was sustained throughout the fluctuations. The
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measured corresponding temperature 223 of the reaction
zone 103 along with the corresponding measured velocity
221 is shown in FIG. 9.

While the invention has been described with reference to
one or more embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended
that the invention not be limited to the particular embodi-
ment disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying
out this invention, but that the invention will include all
embodiments falling within the scope of the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An incineration system comprising:

an inlet channel supplying an inlet stream comprising a
waste gas containing at least one volatile organic com-
pound;

a waste gas sensor measuring at least one property of the
waste gas;

an oxidizing gas supply controllably providing oxidizing
gas to the inlet channel;

an incinerator receiving the inlet stream from the inlet
channel, the incinerator comprising:

a spiral heat exchanger defining a substantially cylindrical
reaction zone having a central axis and opposed first
and second ends, an incoming path from the inlet
channel at the first end to the reaction zone, and an
outgoing path at the second end from the reaction zone
to an exhaust channel, wherein the incoming path and
the outgoing path extend in alternating concentric spi-
rals about the reaction zone with the incoming path
being countercurrent to the outgoing path;

an ignitor initiating combustion of the inlet stream in the
reaction zone of the incinerator; and a controller receiv-
ing data from the waste gas sensor and controlling flow
of oxidizing gas from the oxidizing gas supply into the
inlet channel;

wherein the incoming path supplies the inlet stream to the
reaction zone at a reaction zone inlet at the first end of
the reaction zone and the outgoing path receives the
exhaust stream from the reaction zone at a reaction
zone outlet at the second end of the reaction zone
opposite the first end such that the flow through the
reaction zone is in the axial direction with respect to the
spiral.

2. The incineration system of claim 1 further comprising

a supplemental fuel supply controllably providing supple-
mental fuel to the inlet channel, wherein the controller
controls flow of supplemental fuel from the supplemental
fuel supply into the inlet channel.

3. The incineration system of claim 1, wherein the spiral
heat exchanger comprises heat transfer enhancements con-
figured to form Dean vortices or to generate turbulence
capable of increasing heat transfer between the incoming
path and the outgoing path.

4. The incineration system of claim 1, wherein the incom-
ing path and the outgoing path each spirals at least 1080
degrees around the center.

5. The incineration system of claim 1, wherein the incin-
erator operates at an equivalence ratio less than 0.35.

6. The incineration system of claim 1, wherein combus-
tion is sustained with the waste gas and the oxidizing gas but
no supplemental fuel in the inlet stream.
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7. The incineration system of claim 1, wherein the waste
gas comprises methane and carbon dioxide released by a
landfill.

8. The incineration system of claim 1, wherein the waste
gas comprises volatile organic compounds released by a
natural gas condensate tank.

9. The incineration system of claim 1, wherein the waste
gas comprises volatile organic compounds released by a
chemical plant.

10. The incineration system of claim 1, wherein the
ignitor is selected from the group consisting of a glow plug,
a spark plug, a resistance wire, or a pilot flame.

11. The incineration system of claim 1, wherein the
incinerator further comprises a flow straightener in the
reaction zone configured to reduce a radial component in the
flow of the inlet stream through the reaction zone.

12. A combustion device comprising:

a spiral heat exchanger defining a substantially cylindrical
reaction zone having a central axis and opposed first
and second ends, an incoming path at the first end and
an outgoing path at the second end, wherein the incom-
ing path and the outgoing path extending in alternating
concentric spirals about the reaction zone with the
incoming path being countercurrent to the outgoing
path;

an ignitor initiating combustion of an inlet stream in the
reaction zone of the incinerator;

wherein the incoming path supplies the inlet stream to the
reaction zone at a reaction zone inlet at the first end of the
reaction zone and the outgoing path receives an exhaust
stream from the reaction zone at a reaction zone outlet at the
second end of the reaction zone opposite the first end such
that the flow through the reaction zone is in the axial
direction with respect to the spiral.

13. The combustion device of claim 12 further comprising
a flow straightener in the reaction zone configured to reduce
aradial component in the flow of the inlet stream through the
reaction zone.

14. The combustion device of claim 12, wherein the
reaction zone is located at the center of the alternating
concentric spirals.

15. An incineration process comprising:

directing an inlet stream comprising a waste gas compris-
ing at least one volatile organic compound into an
incoming path of an incinerator comprising:

a spiral heat exchanger defining a substantially cylindrical
reaction zone having a central axis and opposed first
and second ends, the incoming path at the first end and
an outgoing path at the second end, wherein the incom-
ing path and the outgoing path extending in alternating
concentric spirals about the reaction zone with the
incoming path being countercurrent to the outgoing
path;

heating the inlet stream along the incoming path while
cooling an outlet stream in the outgoing path by heat
exchange with the outlet stream; and

incinerating the volatile organic compound of the inlet
stream in the reaction zone to form the outlet stream;

wherein the incoming path supplies the inlet stream to the
reaction zone at a reaction zone inlet at the first end of
the reaction zone and the outgoing path receives the
exhaust stream from the reaction zone at a reaction
zone outlet at the second end of the reaction zone
opposite the first end such that the flow through the
reaction zone is in the axial direction with respect to the
spiral.
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16. The incineration process of claim 15 further compris-
ing mixing the waste gas with an oxidizing gas to form the
inlet stream.

17. The incineration process of claim 15 further compris-
ing mixing the waste gas with a supplemental fuel and an 5
oxidizing gas to form the inlet stream.

18. The incineration process of claim 15 further compris-
ing monitoring at least one property of the waste gas and
adjusting an amount of at least one of a supplemental fuel
and an oxidizing gas added to the waste gas to form the inlet 10
stream.
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